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ABSTRACT 

The objectives of this research were to 1) study the current state and parents' 

expectation of students' desired traits in secondary schools under the Nakhonsawan 

Educational Service Area Office 3, 2) compare the current slate and the expected state 

of the students' desired traits in 4 areas, and 3) compare the current stale and the 

expected state of the students' desired traits in 4 areas when the parents were 

classified by gender, age, occupation, education. and participation in school activities. 

The sample, collected using simple random sampling technique, consisted of 388 

parents of students in secondary schools under Nakhonsawan Educa tionat Service Area 

Office 3 in the academic year 2008. The instrument was a questionnaire designed by 

the researcher, with a reliability of 0.97. The data were analyzed in terms of percentage, 

mean, standard deviation, t-test, and one-way ANOVA. 

The results were as follows: 

1. overall, the current state of the students' desired traits in the secondary 

schools was rated at a moderate level. They were ranged in descending order as 

follows: personality, academic proficiency, virtue and ethics, and career skill. However, 

the expected state of students' desired traits was, overall, rated at a high level. They 

were ranged in descending order as follows: personality. virtue and ethics, career skill, 

and academic proficiency. 

2. after the comparison between the current state and the expected state, the 

research showed that the current state of students' desired traits was, in overall and 

each individual area. different from the expected state at a significance level of .05. 

3. when their parents were classified by gender, agc, occupation, education, 
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and participation in school activities, the current states of students' desired traits in 4 

areas were not differen!. 

4 ,  when their parents were classified by gender, age, occupation, education, 

and participation in school activities, the parents' expectations of students' des~red traits 

in 4 areas were not different. 
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