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Abstract

Development guidelines were presented for railway freight
transportation in Thailand. This study was divided into three parts:
1) problems regarding existing government policy, 2) problems
regarding outdated regulations which were ineffective in the current
circumstances and 3) other operational constraints. Solutions were
identified which suggested the establishment of a railway freight
transportation system development plan at the national level to
provide clear management direction with effective utilization by
related departments. A plan for each project was required to identify
responsible  parties, implementation periods and conduct
performance assessments. The existing rilway laws required
updating. The government must amend the laws pertaining to
railway administration control and empower the State Railway of
Thailand to operate and provide services for Thai citizens at a
sustainable profit. Price administration and determination should be
under the control of the State Railway of Thailand which will then
be responsible for designing and implementing measures to promote
and encourage the use of railway freight transportation by the
private sector. This State Railway organizational restructure will
increase efficiency, using cutting-edge technology and equipment
while maximizing human resources,

Keywords: State Rallway of Thailand, Freight, Railway
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Abstract

The objective of this article is to present results of the study of the current railway
freight transportation situations and problems in Thailand for seeking corrective actions and
development plans. The study is divided into 3 parts; 1) Problem regarding the Policy; due to the
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emphasis on road transportation development of the National Economic and Social
Development Plan, rail transportation has been neglected, resulting in incomplete coverage of
the rail network, which is mostly a single-rail system. 2) Problem regarding the out-of-date
regulation which is ineffective to the current circumstances. It mainly focuses on control of
railway administration, thrusting the organization into continuous loss of profit during the past
years. Moreover, some implementation actions are restricted by matters of law. 3) Other
Problems, for example, the lack of promoting campaigns for railway freight transportation,
negative image of rail freight service such as unpunctuality and incredibility, unsafety of the train
& railway, dilapidated and worn-out condition of the train / railway and railway sleeper, repetitive
statistics of train derailment. From the study, the solution to the problem regarding the policy
can be identified as follows; railway freight transportation system development plan should be
established as the national development plan—unattached to the state administrative policy for
the clear management direction and consistent concrete outcome as well as for effective use of
the plan by related departments. The plan for each project should specify responsible parties,
implementation period, performance assessment, and penalty in case that any actions are not
performed according to the plan. The solution for the problem regarding the regulation is to
adjust the railway law to be more up-to-date. The government should amend the law in the area
of control on the railway administration to enforce the State Railway of Thailand not to only
operate and provide service to Thai citizens, but also to concern for the sustainable profit of the
organization. The law should grant the price determination authority to the State Railway of
Thailand regardless of the cabinet’s consent and should include solutions to other problems, for
example, designing more measures and regulations to promote and encourage more use of the
railway freight transportation by the private sector, and the State Railway organizational
restructure leading to more efficient operation and bringing the cutting-edge concept to
machines, operational equipment as well as human resources.

Keywords: State Railway of Thailand; Freight; Railway
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