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ABSTRACT

Project Title: The study of government policy and legal factors that affect the
coastal transportation of Thailand
Project Investigator : Ms. Sununta Charoenpanyaying

Completing Date: March, 2016

Thailand uses coastal cargo at an average of 6-8 percent. Problems and barriers of
coastal transportation are divided into three groups: 1) The problems of national
development plans and policies on coastal transportation in any level of national plans
such as a total of eleven of National Economic and Social Development Plan (1961-2016),
Thailand's  Logistics Development Strategy Plan (2007-2011) and The Ministry
Development Plan which are defined through a modified form of road transport to other
modes of transport that theirs cost are cheaper like water transportation and rail
transportation. Although this may be true, in an action plan and a budget about water
transportation have been less supported than rail transportation. Most of budgets were
spent with a dredging and a studying for the construction of a new port. The key issue of
infrastructure is about a port’s location which most of their location are not in
appropriate location. The cargo ships that is smaller than 28 meter can be docked in a
deep channel about 4-5 meter. Conversely, the larger ones have to wait for the water
level up to the highest level then they can be docked. However, there would happen
some bad traffics and accidents at this time. For using small cargo ships load products to
large one, causing double handling. In this situation, there are many problems which are
related to the location from this followings; a lack of space at the back of the import and
export products, lack of the supported from industrial estate and lack of connection to
the port. 2) The problems of regulations relate to control with coastal ports, ships and
coastal cargo 3) Other problems relate to problems of the coastal ports management by
Treasury Department, for example, lacking of the measures to promote coastal shipping,
lacking of staffs on coastal ships and lacking of experience in marketing. Moreover, to
manage the problems of coastal transport system and transport development plan for its
coastal clearly and continuously, to determine budget for development properly and to
evaluate performance efficiently which are possibly not achieved target so the

establishment of the Committee of the National Port Authority to solve those following
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problems by policy formulation, infrastructure improvement and related regulations
should be in cooperate from relevant authorities. In order to reduce a complex
procedure to be streamlined to work, there should be set for guidelines and measures to
support coastal shipping service. Equally important, speeding up the process of the
coastal port opening as quickly as possible that could support an increased volume of

the coastal cargo as well.
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