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* Section 153a Provisional Dispensing with Court Action; Provisional Termination of Proceedings.

. (1) In a case involving a misdemeanour, the public prosecution office may, with the consent of the
accused and of the court competent to order the opening of the main proceedings, dispense with preferment of
public charges and concurrently impose conditions and instructions upon the accused if these are of such a
nature as to eliminate the public interest in criminal prosecution and if the degree of guilt does not present an

obstacle. In particular, the following conditions and instructions may be applied:
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44 . .. .
1. to perform a specified service in order to make reparations for damage caused by the offence;

2. to pay a sum of money to a non-profit-making institution or to the Treasury;

3. to perform some other service of a non-profit-making nature;

4. to comply with duties to pay a specified amount in maintenance;

5. to make a serious attempt to reach a mediated agreement with the aggrieved person (perpetrator-
victim mediation) thereby trying to make reparation for his offence, in full or to a predominant extent, or to
strive therefor;

6. to participate in a social skills training course; or

7. to participate in a course pursuant to section 2b subsection (2), second sentence, or a driver’s
competence course pursuant to section 4a of the Road Traffic Act.

* The public prosecution office shall set a time limit within which the accused is to comply with the
conditions and instructions, and which, in the cases referred to in numbers 1 to 3, 5 and 7 of the second
sentence, shall be a maximum of six months and, in the cases referred to in numbers 4 and 6 of the second
sentence, a maximum of one year. The public prosecution office may subsequently revoke the conditions and
instructions and may extend the time limit once for a period of three months; with the consent of the accused it
may subsequently impose or change conditions and instructions. If the accused complies with the conditions
and instructions, the offence can no longer be prosecuted as a misdemeanour. If the accused fails to comply

with the conditions and instructions, no compensation shall be given for any contribution made towards
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compliance. Section 153 subsection (1), second sentence, shall apply mutatis mutandis in the cases referred to
in numbers 1 to 6 of the second sentence. Section 246a subsection (2) shall apply mutatis mutandis.

0 (2) If public charges have already been preferred, the court may, with the approval of the public
prosecution office and of the indicted accused, provisionally terminate the proceedings up until the end of the
main hearing in which the findings of fact can last be examined, and concurrently impose the conditions and
instructions referred to in subsection (1), first and second sentences, on the indicted accused. Subsection (1),
third to sixth and eighth sentences, shall apply mutatis mutandis. The decision pursuant to the first sentence
shall be given in a ruling. The ruling shall not be contestable. The fourth sentence shall also apply to a finding
that conditions and instructions imposed pursuant to the first sentence have been met.

i (3) The running of the period of limitation shall be suspended for the duration of the time limit set
for compliance with the conditions and instructions.

8 (4) In the case referred to in subsection (1), second sentence, number 6, also in conjunction with
subsection (2), Section 155b shall apply mutatis mutandis, subject to the proviso that personal data from the
criminal proceedings that do not concern the accused may only be transmitted to the agency in charge of
conducting the social skills training course insofar as the affected persons have consented to such transmission.
The first sentence shall apply mutatis mutandis if an instruction to participate in a social skills training course is

given pursuant to other criminal law provisions.
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