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The purposes of this research were to develop a local curriculum entitled
"Tourism in Kaengkhoi, Saraburi Province”, for Mathayomsuksa 2 students, foreign
language learning substance group. The development consisted of 4 stages as follows:
1) a study of fundamental data, 2) a development of the curriculum, 3) a curriculum
tryout', and 4) an assessment and improvement of the curriculum. The 46 samples used
obtained by simple random sampling were Mathayomsuksa 2 students from Tessaban
Banmuang School, Kaengkhoi District, Saraburi Province during the second semester of
the 2008 academic year. The experiment time was 16 hours. The research instruments
used comprised 1) questionnaires, 2) inferview forms, 3) learning achievement test,
4) lesson plans, 5) an attitude test towards the curriculum, and 6) a test of the students’
communicative skills. The obtained data were analyzed by percentage, mean ()—(),
standard deviation (S.D.), t-test, and content analysis.

The findings indicated that:

1. regarding the fundamental data, it was found that educational institutions
and the local community wanted the youth in the locality to have knowledge, and realize
the importance of the travel industry, treasure their local community with pride, be able
fo use English language in communication, introduce tourist attractions in Kaengkhoi to
foreigners. The needs assessment for curriculum development revealed that said
curriculum was suitable for organizing learning activities for students by using a learning
format that emphasized the provision of knowledge as well as practical experiences.

2. in regards to the curriculum development, it was found that the draft
curriculum consisted of significance of the course, principles, visions, objectives,

learning standards, grade level learning standards, expected learning outcome, course
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description, curriculum framework, curriculum structure, learners’ quality, guidelines for
teaching and learning management, instructional media, learning resources, evaluation
and assessment. The curriculum contents were divided into theory, and practical
experiences and activities with 10 lesson plans. The educational experts found that the
curriculum contents were congruent with the curriculum objectives and were suitable for
learning.

3. the curriculum implementation showed that the students were interested
in the curriculum and participated well and enjoyed doing various activities. They were
able to use English well to introduce important places of interest in Kaengkhoi to
foreigners. |

4. after the curriculum evaluation and improvement, it wasrfound that the
post-achievement of learning about Local Curriculum Entitled "Tourism in Kaengkhoi,
Saraburi Province” was higher than before the curriculum implementation at a 0.5 level
of statistical significance. Their evaluation in communicative skills were as follows: 77.65
percentage for listening skill, 85.65 percentage for speaking skill, 71.56 percentage for
reading skill, and 70.61 percentage for writing skill. These showed that the language
communicative skills were at a high level, also the same as the attitude towards the
curriculum. The curriculum contents were suitable for learning. The researcher and the
students agreed that there should be flexibility in teaching and learning time to suit the

curriculum contents.





