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ABSTRACT

This research aims to 1) compare Prathomsuksa 4 students’ competence in
reading comprehension before and after teaching using Aesop’s fables, 2) compare
Prathomsuksa 4 students’ competence in reading comprehension before and after
teaching using folk tales, 3) compare Prathomsuksa 4 students’ competence in reading
comprehension taught using Aesop's fables and folk tales, and 4) compare students’
attitudes towards studying reading comprehension in Thai taught using Aesop’s fables
and folk tales. The population was 280 Prathomsuksa 4 students from 4 schools which
had more than 2 classes of Prathomsuksa 4. The 60 samples used were drawn by
simple random sampling from 2 classrooms of Prathomsuksa 4 students of Wat
Nongsadao School, during the first semester of the 2007 academic year, divided equally
info two experimental groups consisting of 30 students each. The instruments used for
collecting data were lesson plans of Aesop’s fables, lesson plans of folk tales, a reading
comprehension proficiency test, and a questionnaire on attitudes towards reading
comprehension in Thai. The data was analyzed to calculate percentage, mean (i),
standard deviation (S.D.), content analysis, and t-test,

The results of the study were as follows:

1) the students’ competence in reading comprehension after using Aesop's
fables was higher than that before at .01 level of statistical significance, 2) the
students’ competence in reading comprehension after being taught using folk tales was
higher than that before at .01 level of statistical significance, 3) the students’
competence after being taught using Aesop’s fables compared with folk tales had no
difference in reading comprehension, and 4) the students who studied Aesop’s fables

and folk tales had no difference in attitude towards reading comprehension in Thai.
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