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ABSTRACT
182401

The purposes of this research were to 1) study social and cultural factors and
merit making behavior of Buddhists in Nongkhae Sub-District Municipality, Nongkhae
District, Saraburi Province, 2) study the relationship between social and cultural factors
and merit making behavior of Buddhists in Nongkhae Sub-District Municipality,
Nongkhae District, Saraburi Province and 3) compare merit making behavior of
Buddhists in Nongkhae Sub-District Municipality, Nongkhae District, Saraburi Province
classified by age, educational level, income per month and career.

The four hundred samples were buddhists in Nongkhae Sub-District
Municipality, Nongkhae Disfrict, Saraburi Province. The researcher utilized self-
constructed questionnaires in the form of a rating scale with reliability of 0.918, given
out to 400 respondents and all were returned (100%). A computer program was used o
calculate the percentage, mean (Y), standard deviation (S.D.), Pearson’s Product
Moment Correlation Coefficient, ANOVA and Scheffe’s test.

The findings were as follows:

1. social and cultural factors were at a high level. Merit making behavior of
Buddhists in Nongkhae Sub-District Municipality, Nongkhae District, Saraburi Province
was at a medium level.

2. the relationship between social and cultural factors and merit making
behavior of Buddhists in Nongkhae Sub-District Municipality, Nongkhae District,
Saraburi Province was in the medium range at .001 significant level.

3. the comparison results of merit making behavior of Buddhists in Nongkhae
Sub-District Municipality, Nongkhae District, Saraburi Province were as follows:

3.1 Buddhists of different ages had different merit making behavior at
.05 significant level.

3.2 Buddhists with different incomes per month had different merit
making behavior at .01 significant level.

3.3 Buddhists with different educational levels and careers had different

merit making behavior at .001 significant level.





