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Abstract
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The research aimed to develop individualized services for families that have
visually impaired children with additional disabilities. This Research and Development
(R&D) dealt with two families that have blind children with additional disabilities from
Lopburi Province. The children were newborn and six years of age.

The study used informal interviews, an Individualized Family Service Plan form,
an evaluation form on the progress of the child, a questionnaire on appreciation, and
then presented in the form of descriptive analysis.

The results were classified as follows:

1. Present situation of taking care of the visual impaired with additional
disabilities

1.1 Caring for the child: In both cases each family were the main full time
care workers for their children. Having a disabled child in the family caused economic
difficulty to each family. The family members accepted having a disabled child but they
did not have knowledge about causes of disabilities and how they effect child
development. Each family took care of their child based on their family culture and their
way of their life without having plans or goals. Each family had brought their child to
only a few Government Departments or organizations related to services for the
disabled, which did not cover all types of service available.

1.2 Problems of the families: In order to provide full time care to their

children, one family member has to stay at home and not work. This means less
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income for the families. The economic problems affect the families’ abilities to give
appropriate care to the child and to provide an appropriate environment for training of
the child. The families lacked knowledge on how to provide appropriate activities on
child development, stimulation, and rehabilitation. The families dared not to have
expectations from their disabled child. The disabled children did not receive services all
types available from their service provider.

1.3 Needs of the family: In this research it was found that the families
needed the pension for the disabled as stated in the law. They needed medical
intervention to either cure or lessen the child's disability if possible. They also needed
training to increase their knowledge on how to stimulate their children in different areas
including physical therapy and on how to enroll their children for services in an
institution for the disabled.

2. The process of making the Individualized Family Service Plan(IFSP) included
setting goals, developing methods and strategies, determining personnel and which
Government Departments needed to be contacted, and a time line for receiving
services.

3. According to the study, the result of using this process of the Individualized
Family Service Plan (IFSP) for families that have blind children with additional
disabilities were: the child would have a full-time caretaker who would be able to
implement the Plan. The families had more understanding on disabilities and were more
accepting of their children. The children are making good physical, social, and mental
progress. The children are receiving continuously stimulation and activities on child
development, which has helped the children’s physical development. The children are
getting better access to services from Government Departments and organizations
related to the disabled.

It was found that this was an effective strategy and may be used in working with
other blind children with additional disabilities, or with children with other types of
disabilities, who are pre-school age or severely disabled, and who are cared in the

home environment in Lopburi Province and other places.



