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The objectives of this research were (1) to compare the self-directed learning
of undergraduate students from Srinakharinwirot University across school year, major
area, and gender, (2) to develop a Thai Self-Directed Learning Scale (TSDLS), and (3)
to test the validity and reliability of evidence from the TSDLS. Participants were 1,186
undergraduate students from Srinakharinwirot University who were randomly selected
and 3 stages stratified.

The research findings revealed that:

1) Observed interactions explain the differences in self-directed learning
means among school year, major area, and gender. Interactions were statistically
significant self-directed learning indicators. More specifically, the self-directed learning
levels for first year female students in humanities and social sciences were lower than
other groups while levels for second year male students in health science areas were
higher than other groups.

2) First order and second order confirmatory factor analyses were used to
test the factorial validity of TSDLS. The findings showed that the two proposed models
were both reasonable fitted with the empirical data. Further, canonical correlation was
used to test the convergent validity evidence and showed that our TSDLS was strongly
correlated with the self-directed learning scale developed by Watanawong (2003).

3) Reciprocal effects between self-directed learning and lifelong learning
were tested to reveal the incremental validity. The results showed that self-directed

leaming strongly predicted lifelong learning and, although to lesser degree, feedback

also showed a strong effect.





