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This research aimed at surveying the skills of cohesion in reading comprehension of
first year students at Srinakharinwirot University. The students were asked to take a
test of nine parts on reading comprehension of the Thai texts, consisting three
genres: stories, articles and academic texts. The questions were in the form of
objective, subjective and integrated tests. The average percentile and the one way
ANOVA were used ‘for statistical analysis. The results of the study revealed that the
students’ skills of cohesion in reading comprehension ranged from average to rather
poor. The hypothesis that students of different majors would have different reading
skilfs was confirmed; however, the other hypothesis that the students’ academic
achievement would correlate with their reading skills was rejected. Meanwhile, the
questionnaire results showed that the cohesive texts affected the students’ reading
ability in nine aspects: speed reading, text understanding, usefulness of schema
knowledge, precise prediction skill, word meaning and its association, cohesion in

reading, imagination, and differentiation of main points.





