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Abstract
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This research investigates the factors that affect the potential of the passes along
Thai-Myanmarese border for cross—border trade and transport. It comprises the
assessment of supporting factors which contribute to creating appropriate conditions for
cross—border trade and transport and trading factors which directly contribute to trade
supply and demand. Out of the eighteen passes, both assessments can be applied to
only ten passes. The trade factor assessment cannot be applied to the other eight passes

due to lack of data.

The passes are divided into two groups: permanent crossing points and check
points for border trade. The study result shows that most of the permanent crossing
points have good supporting factors and high responsiveness to trade especially the
Maesai permanent crossing point. Contrary to the former passes, most of the check
points for border trade, except for the Three Pagoda Pass, have poor supporting factors

and responsiveness of trade.

When comparing the number of the permanent crossing points with the Thai—
Myanmarese borderline, it is found that there are only five permanent crossing points
along the two thousand—kilometer borderline. While over the past five years the cross—
border trade between Thailand and Myanmar has increased about 15% a year, the
existing number of permanent crossing points may not serve the growth of cross—border
trade. Therefore, in order to maintain the status as the major trading partner of Myanmar,
Thailand should improve the high potential checkpoints for border trade namely the Three
Pagoda Pass in Kanchanaburi province and the Kiw Pha Wok Pass to be the permanent

crossing points.



