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The purpose of this research was to test the effects of using the concept mapping technique in the Visual Arts
segment of the “Aesthetic Appreciation” course at Rajabhat Institute Chiang Mai. There are three segments in the
Aesthetic Appreciation course — Visual Arts, Music Arts and Performance Arts. The Visual Arts segment was used as
content for the experiment.

Subjects employed in this study were 66 first year students, selected by purposive sampling. The instruments,
constructed by the researcher were ; 1) six-week lesson plans for the Visual Arts segment of the Aesthetic Appreciation
course, using the concept mapping technique. 2) An academic test for the Visual Arts segment of the Aesthetic
Appreciation course and 3) students’ attitudes test toward the value of visual arts. The research methods were as following
1) Pre-test students’ academic achievement in the Visual Arts segment and their attitude toward the value of Visual Arts 2)
teaching the Visual Arts segment by using the concept mapping technique and 3) The Post-test, which was identical to the
Pre-test, was given immediately after teaching. Obtained data were analyzed statistically by comparing difference means
of learning achievement using the Paired Samples t-test and comparing difference means of students’ attitudes toward the
value of visual arts using the Independent t-test.

The findings were as follows :

1) Academic achievement was statistically significantly increased after using the concept mapping technique

in teaching the Visual Arts segment of the Aesthetic Appreciation course.

2)  Attitudes toward the value of visual arts was not statistically significantly different. Pre-test and Post-test total
mean scores were at the high moderate level and were increased after teaching. Of the four aspects of
value, Emotional value showed the highest score, whereas Beauty value showed the lowest score, both
before and after the experiment.

The result indicated that the concept mapping technique can be applied successfully in teaching the Visual Arts

segment of the Aesthetic Appreciation course. Because concept mapping presented not only the domains of the subject
matter but also the relationships between topic concepts, learners a), gained meaningful knowledge that helped them

to appreciate the Visual Arts and b), provided a foundation to enable them to appreciate other kinds of art later in life.



