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Cambodian nationalism, which was the inspiration for writing history, consisted of
"nationalism of the king" and "nationalism of the people." Generally, "nationalism of the king"
was more powerful than that of the people. Therefore, modern historical writings as an important
tool for nation building usually portrayed only the picture of the kings and excluded the people
from the nation that was constructed.

Ekasar Mahaburus Khmaer (Documents of the Great Khmer Figures), written by
Eng Soth and first published in 1969, was a modern historical writing created from these two
kinds of nationalism. This book told both the stories of the kings and the ordinary people.

In some parts, the people even played more outstanding role than the monarchs. Ekasar
Mahaburus Khmaer was important in terms of including the people in the nation. And this was
influenced by the concept of Buddhist Socialism, the political ideology of the Sangkum Reastr

Niyum period when the book was written.



