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The objective of this thesis is to investigate the search for identities of peoplezof
Japanese descent in North America with the emphasis on the study of ethnicity, gender
and generation and the way in which these people tried to be part of the social
mainstream. v

Internment literature is the writing about the evacuation of people of Japanese
descent during World War Il in North Arerica. The writers narrate the experience from
their perspectives to make the readers understand and realize how the event had the
profound impact on individuals and their community. Moreover, internment literature not
only shows how this group of people responds to the internment but also represents
how their experience as internees leads to the search for their identities.

The study shows that people of Japanese descent have had to live with racial
prejudices in the social mainstream since the period of their immigraticn to North America.
Those of younger generations still face the same problems as their predecessors.
However, the internment they suffered during World War 1l drew their attention to the
question of citizenship and loyalty. As the internment literature shows, the search for
identities of people of Japanese descent varies from generation to generation. Also, it
reveals how the internment causes the decrease in masculine power in the patriarchal

Japanese society.



