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This thesis is making a study on the Thai- Malaysian border security cooperation which
was decreased during the years 1980 — 1988 when General Prem Tinsulanond was the Prime
Minister of Thailand. The study tried to explain the causes which made the Thai government drop
the combined military operations with Malaysia. The hypothesis therefore stated that the
decreased cooperation was a result of Thailand’s change of the policy in solving communist
problem, the problem from the Communist Party of Thailand, and the conflict policy between
Thailand and Malaysia in the Communist Party of Malaya and the Thai muslim terrorist
movements.  The research relied on James N. Rosenau’s linkage politics as the conceptual

framework.

The study revealed that under the Thai — Malaysian border security cooperation which
began in 1949, both governments relied on the combined military operations in subduing the
Malayan Communist terrorists. However in the year 1981, the Thai government decided to
entirely drop this type of operations and instead relied on the unilateral and the coordinated
operations. The reasons for Thailand’s change of the policy were influenced by both internal and
external factors. The internal factors were firstly, the spread of communist ideological activities
under the Communist Party of Thailand, and secondly, the Thai government’s application of a
new policy in the suppression of communism. As for the external factors, the Malaysian policy
toward the activities of the Malayan Communist Party, and those of the Thai muslim terrorist
movement was in conflict with the Thai policy. Therefore, these internal and external factors,

which were in line with the hypothesis, influenced the Thai government policy.



