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The objectives of this thesis aim at to studying the Thai southern versions of
literary tales: Kobud, Laksanawong, Singhakraiphop and Phra Aphaimani, regarding
the content, language use, techniques of composition and reflection of local culture;
and aiso at comparing the same tales in various aspects.

The results show that the content of Sunthorn Phu's literary works influenced
southern versions of literary tales and the relationship can be categorised into two
groups. First is the group in which the southern versions are reproduced by maintaining
the versification and the story of these in the original. Secondly is the group in which
the southern versions only Sunthorn Phu's piots and reproduced them in the popular
versification forms, used in southern literary works. Moreover, they are adapted by
extending the story, omitting some events changing the order of some events.

Aithough the Southern version of literary tales are influenced by Southorn Phu's
literary works, they have their own techniques of composition that comply with the taste
of the South and reflect many aspects of local culture such as language use, traditions,
performances, values, local cuisine, etc. The comparative study of Sunthorn Phu's four

literary works, thus, enables us to understand and appreciate more the four Southern

literary tales.
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