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KEYWORD: SIAM - SINGAPORE RELATIONS / ECONOMICS / POLITICS
APICHA CHUTIPONGPISIT: THE ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL ASPECTS OF
RELATIONS BETWEEN SIAM AND SINGAPORE, 1855 — 1918. THESIS ADVISOR:
ASSOC. PROF. SUWADEE TANAPRASITPATANA, 304 pp. ISBN 974-53-1454-4.

This thesis aims to study factors that affected the relations between Siam and Singapore in
the period 1855 - 1918, concerning economic and political aspects including the roles of government
and of private investors of Siam and Singapore.

The study reveals that the economic relations between Siam and Singapore, especially
trading, significantly expanded after the Bowring Treaty in 1855. Singapore was the entrepot between
Siam and Europe. The political relations were one of the main factors that led to the expansion of
trade between Siam and Singapore. In terms of investment, Singaporean mining investment in Siam
was expanded after Siam and the British signed the Secret Convention in 1897. This convention
caused an increasing number of Singaporean investors, including British subjects in neighboring
colonies to invest in Siam..A‘s a result of the increasing of mining investment, the governor of
Singapore operated an interventionist policy towards Siam’s southern boundary in order to protect the
interests of British subjects. During World War I, the trade between Siam and Singapore was
decreased by the conflict between European countries so that Singapore had to operate trading
policies in accordance with the broader British economic warfare policy. The study also finds, that the
relations between Siam and Singapore were also connected with the relations between Siam and the
British government in London. The respective policies of Singapore and London towards Siam

accorded with or contradicted each other depending on the particular situation at any given time.
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