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This thesis is aimed at studying various witness protection measures provided by the
Government in order to protect witness in the highest degree and to solve problem of no
witness to testify. The study deals with measures under the Witness Protection in Criminal
Case Act B.E. 2546 (2003) in comparison with the ones under the Witness Protection,
Security and Benefit Act of the Philippines.

It is found from the study that measures under the 2003 Act, including provision of
shelter, new identity, payment of living expenses and other safekeeping measures, are
intended to ensure safety of the witnéss and to compensate the witness for economic loss in
order to overcome the problem of no witness to testify. However, some difficulties in criminal
justice administration, counting keeping secret of the witness when other agency involves
and no budget in one's own agency, have caused such measures not so effective as they
should be. Besides, a number of legal problems as well lessen confidence of the witness.
The writer is of the opinion that more measures should be initiated as follows. The witness
should not have to confront the accused, as applicable in the process of investigating and
taking evidence of the child witness under the Criminal Procedure Code, Section 133 bis
and Section 172 ter in order to reduce the witness's fear. The witness should be entitied to
speedy trial in order to reduce the risky time. In addition, obstruction of justice should be
criminalized in order to threaten the offender and to give more confidence to the witness.
These recommended measures will end the problem of no witness to testify and will make

the measures under the 2003 Act be more efficient.
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