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The Great Reform during the reign of Chulalongkorn, with the West as its model,
was in effect the centralization of political and administrative power and all outlying
areas, many for the first time, were put under the direct control of the court of Bangkok.
In 1898, in order to strengthen its centralization effort, an edict was proclaimed to
establish a centrally controlied education program in the provinces under the
supervision of the Thai Sangha, then headed by Prince Vajirannavaroros.As a result of
such provincial education supervision, it soon became obvious to the Prince and others
at the court that local religious practices and customs differed in various ways from
those of the court and the elite at the capital. A Sangha reform was called for, leading to
the promulgation in 1902 of the first Sangha Act which created a Sangha administration
closely following the Thesaphiban provincial administrative model.

The research has found that niot only was the Sangha and its administration
throughout the realm unified after the promulgation of the Sangha Act of 1902, but the
Sangha itself has indeed become part of the modern Thai state bureaucracy. Through
the state administrative machines and centrally controlled education, local religious
practices and customs were soon replaced by those favored by the court. More
importantly, Buddhism, as a doctrine, which used to enjoy a greatdiversity was in effect
unified, too, while the traditional relationship between the local Sangha and the villagers

experienced a profound change.
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