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This study aims at comparing temporal expressions between Thai and Zhuang . It compares
temporal expressions of 2 types: point of time and period of time. Worldviews of the speakers of both
languages reflected through temporal expressions are also studied . Data are collected from several thai

dictionaries and from interviews of Thai and Zhuang informants.

The result of the study has shown that both Thai and Zhuang divide temporal expressions
within one-day into three groups ,namely ,non-formal temporal expressions, semi-formal temporal
expressions ,and formal temporal expressions . While non-formal temporal expressions and formal
temporal expressions are similar , semi-formal temporal expressions differ . it is here that Thai and
Zhuang differ as to dividing a day into sections . Both Thai and Zhuang divide day-month-year temporal
expressions into two groups ,namely , non-formal temporal expressions and formal temporal
expressions. Both languages show similarities in non-formal temporal expressions , but they differ in
formal temporal expressions. In addition ,the study reveals that both Thai and Zhuang use certain
different constructions and idioms to express the period of time. There are thirteen types of
constructions and four types of idioms found in Thai language , but ten types of constructions and one
type of idioms found in Zhuang language. Considering period of time , it is found that both Thai and
Zhuang group the temporal expressions into 4 types. Finally ,Thai and Zhuang temporal expressions

reflect the differences and similarities in worldview.
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