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## 4480226122 : MAJOR PHILOSOPHY 1 6 9 2 1 8
KEYWORD : ARISTOTLE / FEMINIST ETHICS / MORAL SELF / PUBLIC AND PRIVATE
DICHOTOMY
MUANMARD MOOKPRADIT: FEMINIST ETHICS AND ARISTOTLE'S CONCEPTS
OF FRIENDSHIP AND THE SELF. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF.
NUANGNOI BOONYANATE, THESIS CO-ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. UKRIT
PATNOI, 74 pp. ISBN 974-53-1810-8.

This thesis was an attempt to read the underlying assumptions regarding the
moral self from Aristotle’s concept of friendship. | discussed how this kind of moral self is
relational, fragile, dependent, and situated. Moreover, this moral self is integrated and
holistic. There is no dualistic distinction between emotion and reason. | argued that
Aristotle’s idea of relational self, as seen in friendship, is not coherent with the public
and private dichotomy. As feminist ethical theorists have argued that dualistic
assumptions in mainstream theories are rooted in androcentric biases, | suggested that
Avristotle’s concept of moral self, which transcends these dualistic assumptions, could
be of special interest to feminist scholarship. | pointed out that the holistic self as seen in
friendship is useful for feminists because it shows that the dualistic assumptions in
mainstream theories, which were once held to be natural and necessary, are in fact
contingent and arbitrary. More importantly, the idea of holistic moral self also illuminates
what feminists have been trying to argue. The idea of phronesis, in particular, is very
useful in showing how reason and emotion, public and private spheres, cannot be
considered separated and detached from one another. | concluded that Aristotle's
concept of moral self, and the way he articulated the workings of emotion in virtuous

person, is inspiring and illuminating to feminist ethics.
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