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The objectives of the study on, “Information usage from news agency and the internet for television
news programme production”, are three - fold. Firstly, to look at the range of news sources used in television
news production. Secondly, to study the information selection process of the broadcast journalist. Thirdly, to
look at the factors influencing the usage of sources and the selection of news in television news production.
The methods of study employed are; documentation, observation and interview. There are 4 television
channels selected for the study. These are; Channel 7, Channel 9, ITV and Nation Channel on UBC Cable
Channel 8. The news desks selected for the study are; foreign desk, sports desk, economic desk and social
desk.

The research findings show that television journalists access 5 major news sources; 1) local news
agencies 2) international news agencies 3) satellite television-4) the internet 5) special interests news sources

These major news sources, except for the internet, are used in 2 manners, expressly for re-
broadcast and for editorial purposes such as for background information. For the internet news sources they
are used in 5 manners, for re-broadcast, for investigating the news agenda, for background information on
interview, for re-writing, and for further access to the news script.

There are 2 major factors influencing the purchase of news from various news agencies. These are;
internal and external factors. The internal factors include the specificity of the organization, the general
station policy, technology capability and business interests. The external factors include factors on the news
sources, technology capability and the current news agenda.

As for the usage of news sources in the production of television news there are also 2 factors
invoived. The internal factors include the general station policy, the news policy, the capabilities of the news
staff and station equipments. The external factors are news sources, technology, the current news agenda
and the competition among television stations.

The signification of the research findings show that despite the fact that each television station is
capable and well equipped in accessing the internet and international news sources, the news production
process, however, remain highly dependent on Western mainstream news agencies. It is deemed that if
broadcast journalists are able to use the internet to access a broader range of news sources Thai television
news production will be less dependent on Western news sources in the future. In addition, this would
enable the audience to have a diverse news perspective and less dominated by a limited range of news

source as demonstrated in this research.



