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The change in economic relationship between Thaitand and the US since 1989 to 2001 has been
regulated by significant factor which is the economic factor. It has developed from low to high dependent on
the US due to economic crisis in 1997. Since the government and the International Monetary Funds (IMF)
have failed to solve economic problems, the need to be self-dependent and Asia region-dependence has
emerged as a result of nationalism power. This became the main concept of the current government’s
economic and foreign affairs policies, which are under the charge of the Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra.
However, the September 11 incident has made security factor become more important. it also caused
Thailand to have closer relationship with the US, since Thailand needed to cooperate with by promoting and
supporting the US to resist the terrorists attack. From the mentioned above, The study of Thai and the US
relations are instructive because the pattern of the relations have been changed from security alliance to
equal economic partnership. Moreover, Thailand has become the fastest growth country in national economy
and named “The Fifth Tiger”. This pattern is in contrast with the US because at that time the US was
encountering domestic economic problems. So, the relationship between Thailand and the US are shaken.
While the US has been using more strict and unfair economic policy, Thailand was seeking the ways to rely
on itself and achieving the leader in the Golden Cape region. However, in 1997 Thailand faced a severe
economic crisis and led to the changing of policy. From the leader in the region Thailand needed to adjust
economic relations with the US in for the financial helps and supports, Thailand had borrowed money from
IMF. But the economy become still worsened because the structure of IMF itself make the domestic
economy corrupted. At that period, most of Thai people did not satisfy with the management of Thai
government and blamed both the US and IMF. They thought these people brought the economy to an end.
Consequently, they sought the way to exile them and in the same time tried to recover the nation’s economy.
Fortunately , Thaksin Shinnawatra, the head of Thai Rak Thai Party represented the populism policy which
emphasized on relying on itself and the region. These made Thaksin win the election overwhelmingly and
changed the relation policy with the US which concentrated about relying more on itself and the region that
the US and IMF. However, the September, 11 crisis brought about the new dimension of the refations with

the US that is Thailand has closer relationship with the US by promoting and supporting the US to resist the
terrorists attack.
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