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4 # 4485052128 : MAJOR MASS COMMUNICATION

KEY WORD: NEWS REPORTING / CONSTRUCTION OF REALITY/ NEWS NARRATIVE
KANLAYANEE ~ KANCHANATANEE : TELEVISION NEWS REPORTING OF SOUTHERN
DEVELOPMENT UNIT'S AMORY ROBBERRY BETWEEN 28 APRIL- 5"MAY 2003. THESIS
ADVISOR : SUPAPORN PHOKAEW, 163 pp. ISBN 974-53-1212-6.

This gualitative research aims to study on television news reporting of Southern development unit's
amory robbery. This evening session news was reported on 5 television stations which were ITV, channel 3,
channel 5, channel11 and channel 11 Yala section. The study focused on news reporting including content,
presentation, narrative and the construction of reality. The methods of data collecting were the videotapes of
those evening news and in-dept interview of local news reporters and news editors.

The research reveals that all studied television station reported the unclear reality of Southern
Development Unit's amory robbery. Especially, the story of who the robbers and what their intentions, were
told by various opinions’ sources rather than factual information. Moreover, the major spheres of news
narrative stories-were taken by such news sources as state leaders and officers. These news reporting were
presented as hot issue by using television devices of presentation. The incidents being continuously reported
everyday seemed to be new stories by technique of presentation rather than updated information. The
analysis also demonstrates that the emotional elements including terribleness, sorrow and violence were
manipulated in the news reporting.

There are three related key factors influencing the construction of reality. Firstly, the way that local
television news reporters are used to practice includes less concentrating on investigation of truth but more
instantly evaluating and interpreting new incident by their old frame of mind and experiences. As a result of
fear to be unsafety, the reporters not only are bias to select news resources but also self-censor news
content. Secondly, because of business management system, the news products are viewed as commodity.
With these business oriented, the reporters focus their effort to make the news being able to sell and are
always worried about missing the main stream issues. Thirdly, the policy of each television station, that news
teams have to strictly follow, also impacts to news reporting. The system that local news reporters are only
paid for their on-air news reporting causes the news reporters' intention to make the news being consistent
and synchronized with their television station's policy, the business benefit and then reporters’ income.

Consequently, these related factors effect to that news reporting does not cover all aspects of reality and

always reproduces the same selective aspects.




