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This study is to learn about the origination and changes from the restoration of Wat
Rongkhun Temple and to analyze the impact from the restoration of Wat Rongkhun itself and its
community. The purpose is to summarize and report the impact and to make suggestions on the
restoration of Wat Rongkhun during B.E. 2540 - 2553. This study uses qualitative research :
interviews as a research tool using deep interviews, semi-strucfured interviews and observation.
D;at; was~ collected from representatives for 4 groups : the local administration organization,
administration, private businessmen and the Wat Rongkhun Executive Committee. 5
representatives were chosen from each group in totaling 20 persons. The study results are as
follows :

The economic changes in the local community that have arisen from the restoration of
Wat Rongkhun from B.E. 2540 to B.E. 2553 affect economic growth are obviously seen in trade
of local products. Before, agriculture was the main career of the local people. Revenue from
tourism after the restoration of Wat Rongkhun boosted the sale of local products in each
production group. This activity can generate a lot of income for the local community.

The promotion of tourism has caused economics change in the community. The
restoration of Wat Rongkhun has included the establishment of systematic management such as
the creation of the Wat's Committee, Wat's Executive Committee and Construction Committee

with clearly defined duties. The improved management and participation within the community
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has better helped analysis of community problems and planning implementation. Thus, local
people realize their homeland and do not leave their homes because people work together to solve
problem and develop their community.

Society changed after the restoration of Wat Rongkhun during B.E. 2540 - 2553, from a
normal local temple with only Buddhism in the local area [faith and come to but after
Chalermchai Kositpipat has been restore Wat Rongkhun,] it adds to tourism and makes the area
more interesting to visitors. Besides the beautiful architecture, it conceal of Buddhist doctrine.
Thus, it became to the center of Buddhism not only for local people, but also other Buddhists in
Thailand and other countries. The opportunity to learn tradition, culture and knowledge about
Buddhism in society was added.

Moreover, this affects the local youth development. They could not find restraint, they
want to be good men, useful in their society, and so they come to Wat Rongkhun to turn over a
new leaf. Here, Wat Rongkhun can give them an opportunity to become quality people.

However, under this changing local society, we found that the ability to carn a sufficient
living was lost, the price of agricultural goods is rising, society is expanding, and things are more
expensive. Therefore, the problems arise that farmers have no other revenue. Some families have
to rent the fields or work as employees, but the has changed from fields to building, leading to a

loss of work and causing life problems.
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