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International Labour Organization (ILO), (2005), research "The Mekong Challenge -
Destination Thailand : A cross-border labour migration survey in Banteay Meanchey Province,
Cambodia", reports on the result of random-sampling of 239 households, including 80 returning
labourers, 163 children (age 10-17) and 83 young adults (aged 18-25) from 4 target districts in
this north-western border province with Thailand. The survey found: A 9-fold increase in the

number of school drop-outs during the preceding 5 years; Contact lost with migrating family
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members — and no remittances received; A dependence on agents/brokers to find cross-border
work and increased vulnerability to the risks of trafficking due to lack of public information for
potential migrants in the province.

Analysis from the survey includes the following key conclusions:

* There has been a nine-fold increase in the number of school drop-outs in the
past five years, which increases young people’s vulnerability. There is a high incidence of child
labour; as much as 24 percent of people going to Thailand are children aged 10-14 years.

» Some families have no information and contact with migrant workers once they
leave home. Many heads of households reported not receiving any remittances from those
migrant working family members.

* There is no office or place for information in Banteay Meanchey for people who
want to look for work in Thailand, which leads to people’s dependence upon agents or

facilitators and thus increases their vulnerability to being trafficked or exploited in other ways.

According to the survey findings, cross-border migrant workers and their families may
encounter some of the following risks:

* Being abused and exploited. Some 53 per cent of the 80 returning labourers who were
interviewed reported experiencing various types of abuse and exploitation, including being
shouted and cursed at, forced to work long hours, underpaid, not paid, not allowed to leave the
workplace, forced to work in dangerous conditions, physical violence, sexual abuse and being
arrested. When interviewed, some of the returning workers said their living and working
conditions were bad with no protection from physical abuse and illness, including HIV/AIDS;
work conditions were described as unhygienic, not enough light and without fresh air. There is
an insufficient networking of concerned local organizations in Thailand to follow up employers’
adherence to labour and migration laws and human rights; as well, there is a shortage of focal
points to receive and settle labour migrants’ problems.

Legal problems. Migrant labourers who do not register to work in Thailand risk arrest by
the Thai police; they can more easily be cheated, robbed, killed or have a landmine accident as
they sneak across the border. Most migrant labourers who are victims of physical abuse don’t

report it to the local police or relevant organizations, even when they need help.
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