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This research investigates the changes in vowel length in Thai using data from the early
Ayutthaya period to present. With respect to dating of the changes, an analysis of rhyme data
and data from Thai grammars and dictionaries for foreigners indicates that the lengthening
occurred in the latter half of the 24th century BE but the shortening occurred in the latter half
of the 25th century. As for factors that contribute to the changes, a qualitative analysis shows
that the lengthening affected words that have the short /a/ as nucleus and sonorants /m, w, j/ as
codas. They also reveal that the shortened words are in fact results of two separate changes, one
semi-regular and one sporadic. While the semi-regular shortening affected words that have the
long /e:, 21/ as nucleus, have a sonorant /m, n, n, w, j/ as codas, and bear Tone 2, 3 or 5, its
sporadic counterpart may be influenced by semantic or phonological factors. In addition, a
qualitative analysis indicates that the lengthened words have relatively high frequencies but the

shortened words have relatively low frequencies.



