Ay

e"'““r"'l‘*"x

o

Q Ll
]
Unpygpentt

N
iy T\‘L"“

av o 4
FYNUIVYNU VAN T

mslfselavinaunedlgnenams lun undminings
Land Utilization for Para Rubber Plantation in Patthalung Province
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Abstract

A study was conducted, 1) investigate some basic socio-economic background of the
farmers, 2) form and utility of soil for Para Rubber plantation by the farmers, 3) outline
factors affecting the farmers’ decision towards rewards tree cultivation and 4) impact
assessment the factors affecting the decision made by the farmers. A total of 398 farmers
were selected for the study. Research data were gathered by using specially developed
questionnaires. The data obtained were processed by using SPSS for Windows statistical
package and the results expressed as frequency, percentage, means, standard deviation and
- test.

The results from the research obtained could be summarized as follows .
Socio-economic background : Sex : most of the farmers were females. Education : below
elementary level. Average age : 47 years old. Never been the community leaders. Average
year of community residence : 35 years. Average family size : 4 persons. Average labour
[ family : 2 persons. Average farm land : 15 rais. The land title document were title deed.
Most of the farmers also had 18 years experience in Para Rubber plantation but they made
their family decisions towards cultivation of this plant. Previously, the farmers grew rice.
Most of the farmers were not engaged in other off-farm careers. The average annual
income of the farmers was 159,672 Baths and this, 143,950 Baths was the on-farm
income. Most of the farmers no had machines and loan.

The farmers’ decision was highly influenced by 4 factors including (1)
Para rubber prices. (2) family support. (3) cultivation area. (4) Para rubber stock.

Significant differences (P<0.05) were detected when the factors affecting the
farmers’ decision towards Para rubber plantation were compared. These factors were
related to the difference of the farmer’s socio-economic, physical, hiological and
technical backgrounds i.e. types of land holding, conditions of the cultivation area,
frequency of contact and the services provided by related government agencies and
exposure to technical information sources.

Keywords : Land Utilization, Para Rubber, Patthalung Province
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