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ABSTRACT
The objectives of this research were to study 1) the context of Burmese
migrant tuberculosis patients’ lives; 2) operations of Thai state tuberculosis control as
a form of governmentality; 3) the tuberculosis illness experiences of Burmese
migrants that constitute acceptance, resistance or negotiation with the tuberculosis
control and care system of the Thai state in the context of their migrant lives.

Ethnographic research was used in studying communities of Burmese
labor migrants who had tuberculosis and received care at one state hospital in
Thailand. The data were analyzed using the concepts of transnationalism,
neoliberalism, governmentality and illness experience.

The findings can be summarized as follows. Burmese labor migrants in
Thailand endure harsh living and work conditions that make them vulnerable to
tuberculosis. The Thai state’s tuberculosis control and care system, as a form of
governmentality and “health securitization”, involves mandatory health checkups on
cross-border labor migrants, which turns them into a security threat to the Thai state
and population in the public imagination, and objects of the gaze of the state. Public
health personnel, as representatives of the state, surveillance and monitor their health
and illness to contain security threats posed to Thai people by the possible spread of
severe communicable illnesses.

The illness experiences of Burmese cross-border labor migrants
demonstrate that tuberculosis patients in this group fully accept the tuberculosis care
system. However, this acceptance does not constitute submission to state policies.
Rather, they take the opportunity provided by the Thai state to recover their health so
that they can once more work to exchange their body capital into cash that they can
then send to their families in Burma.
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