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In the past, smoking behaviors were large restricted to males. Smoking
was taken as a sign of sophistication and full socialization as a male. Nowadays,
however, more females have taken to smoking. As a matter of course, therefore,
there are increasing numbers of smokers. With this background in view, the
researcher has decided to investigate the quantity of demand for smoking, the
substance which in this case is smoked. Specifically, the researcher investigates
the factors affecting the demand for smoking, particularly the increased demand
for smoking by Thais.

In order to carry out this investigation, the researcher conducted a
multiple regression analysis using the econometric views (Eviews) computer
program so as to be able to estimate the demand for tobacco products using

the ordinary least squares (OLS) method. The data used for purposes of

(6)
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analysis was taken from relevant annual secondary data from the period
between 1987 and 2008.

Findings are as follows:

Factors affecting the Thai demand for smoking were fourfold. These
factors were per capita income, the average retail price of cigarettes, changes
in the taxation rate for cigarettes, and the promulgation of the Nonsmokers
Health Protection Act, BE 2535 (1992) at the statistically significant levels of
0.01, 0.10, 0.05, and 0.01, respectively.

The factors directly correlated with the demand for smoking were
threefold: per capita income, the tax rate on cigarette tax, and the promulgation
of the Nonsmokers Health Protection Act, BE 2535 (1992).

However, the factor of the average retail price for cigarettes was found
to be inversely correlated with the demand for smoking. This finding was

congruent with the set hypothesis postulated for this investigation.

(7)
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