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Abstract

This article aims to introduce a new perspective on men in Isan an-
cient law. The author emphasized on critical concepts through Antonio Gram-
sci’s National Popular Collective Will.

The study showed that men in Isan ancient society were manipulated
(dominated) by concepts created by rulers in the forms of norms, traditions
as well as statues. They were manipulated in the same manners as women.
(The main point was they were manipulated by different sets of concepts.) In
other words, rulers in Isan ancient society established a system to control
men (as well as women). The ultimate goal was to force men to conform to
the rulers’ needs (without any question). Folk tales and traditions were main
tools to reinforce and reiterate the collective will (conception of the world),
which would ultimately dictate what men should do or should not do.

Furthermore, in order to ensure the strict adherence with the set of
concepts, the rulers in Isan ancient society transformed the norms and tradi-
tions into a large number of Isan ancient laws. As a result, a violation of
norms and traditions did not only violate social norms, but also violate posi-
tive statues. In short, violators were subject to certain punishments and right
deprivation.

In conclusion, according to the analysis through critical concepts,
Isan ancient men did not enjoy a free will to do whatever they wanted. As a
matter of fact, their actions and thoughts were manipulated by the set of
concepts created by rulers. These concepts were systematically constructed to
yield the rulers’ benefits or advantages. Any violators were subject to both
mental punishment (Khalam) and legal punishment.

Keywords: men, laws, Isan ancient laws, Antonio Gramsci
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Foraueluluntvasetudnuduaudiulvg TnedlifudanguuneTusiu (saut
Sufidanaunvesnzueen) salvisnsuaznguddiauuuieniendodu sulvinnau
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