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This research aimed to collect Isan lullabies and to analyze the contents of

Isan lullabies that may reflect Isan cultural and ways of lives. Field research was
conducted by collecting data directly from the informants via interviews. Field study
areas were 3 provinces in North Isan (Khon Kaen. Udon Thani, and Chaiyapum), 2
provinces in Central Isan (Maha Sarakham, and Roi Et), and 3 provinces in South Isan
(Ubon Ratchathani, Nakhon Ratchasima, and Buriram). Data was then, classified,
translated, analyzed, and presented in descriptive format.

The research results revealed that more than 300 Isan lullabies were found and
collected. However, many of these were duplicated and some of them were
incomplete. The length of each lullaby could be between 2-3 paragraphs to 50
paragraphs or more. The content analysis found that it reflected daily lives of people
in agricultural community. Their lives depended very much on natural resources and
environments. These could be seen from their occupations, foods. and household
facilities. The contents also reflected the ways of child nurturing which filled with
love, warmness, and moral education according to the Buddhist doctrines. It also
showed the picture of widows who were left behind and mentally moved because
their husbands had to leave homes that caused by cattle robberies and trade. These
could be seen in the Widow’s lullaby, one of the most found in Isan lullabies. Some
of the threaten lullabies might have had impacts on Isan’s youth personalities, which
had been formed to become submissive, virtuous, and tend to follow the rules and

social norms.





