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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to study the expense and the extra expense causing to the
knowledge consumption in formal education, to acquire the expense that parents needed to pay in
addition to their children education and to study the mechanism and logic of educational institutions
causing to the knowledge consumption. The methods of collecting data consisted of questionnaires and
focus group discussion employed with students’ parents in the target areas of Chiang Mai educational
service areas. The results showed that in macro aspect parents paid about 5,750 baht/head/semester in
preschool level, 14,085 baht/head/semester in elementary level and 24,705 baht/head/semester in
secondary level. The extra expense included the expense of mobile phone or prepaid card phone, tutor,
computer, access to knowledge and extra activities. All the expense varied in the size of schools in each
educational service area.

Regarding the mechanism and logic of parents, it was founded that they considered the
location of schools which should be located in the community and convenient for them to travel.
For tuition fees and payment should not be high and could pay monthly. Parents in the urban areas firstly
considered the school quality which represented their children’s social status. While in the rural areas,
parents sent their children in the same school as their friends. Nevertheless, parents still considered the
location of the schools especially the ones located to their workplaces or homes. For the mechanism of
tuition fees, academic activities, supportive fees and other fees, it was normally informed through the PTA
meeting or by post. Both big and small schools in the urban and rural areas would ask for the extra
expense more than the others.

In the item of the extra expense, it reflected the parents’ expectation of investment for good
quality and future for their children. It did not invest for the education directly, but it helped their children
to have more access to the knowledge consumption. However, the parents thought that the extra expense
was worthy and satisfactory and it could not be avoided. They thought it was necessary in order to build

the competition efficiency for their children






