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LIFE OF CAPTAIN JOHN SMITH

Virginians know that Captain John Smith was ane of the first
American heroes. But because he was a proud and boastful man, it
is difficult to determine which parts of his ife are fact and which are
fiction. What many people may not know is that Smith’s adventures
started even before Jamestown.

Born in 1580 in Willoughby, England. Jahn Smith left home at
age 16 after his father died. He began his travels by joining
volunteers in France who were fighting for Dutch independence from
Spain. Two years later, he set off for the Mediterranean Sea, working
on a merchant ship. In 1600, he joined Austrian Forces to fight the
Turks in the “Long War.” A valiant soldier, he was promoted to
Captain while fighting in Hungary.
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