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ABSTRACT

This research aimed at (1) learning behaviors of Thai tourists to agro-tourism sites in lower central
provinces of Thailand and (2) comparing various opinions of Thai tourists to agro-tourism sites in lower
central provinces of Thailand. The study randomly derived the data from 400 Thai tourists by interrogating
them through the designed questionnaire. Such data were analyzed and explained via the descriptive, t-test,
and f-test statistics. Furthermore, they were compared in pairs with Scheffe method that the statistically
significant level was set at 0.05.

The findings indicated that most of the respondents were single female whose age was between
20 and 29 years old and educated from both junior and high schools. Their residents were in the central
region of Thailand. Their average income was not more than 10,000 baht per month. The objectives
of travelling to the agro-tourism sites or resource centers were to inspect and study work-concerned
activities. Such respondents either chose a one-day or a weekend trip. Most of them visited the attractions
for the first time. Their trips were generally planned to travel with family members by their own cars.
They frequently found the trip information by searching the internet network and limited their personal
expenditure for not more than 1,000 baht. The popular souvenir, which they bought in the attractions,
was processed agricultural products. More than that, in each province, they also visited other famous or
remarkable tourism sites, which were located along the route they passed-by.

Opinions of Thai tourists to agro-tourism sites in lower central provinces revealed that managerial
service efficiency was qualified and attractiveness of such tourism sites was high-ranking. Travelling factors
and behaviors of responding travelers were individually different. The opinions on the effectiveness of
agro-tourism site management in lower central provinces were statistically and significantly different at
0.05-level. In addition, the result was also indicated that each agro-tourism site in the region was prominent
in many aspects such as the landscape or the appearance was improved to be cleaner, more sylvan,
and more fascinated. Those sites were also decorated and flourished with the local and the rare herbs
and vegetables in limited areas. One of the other aspects was about the agricultural products that were
processed along with the principles of local wisdom, sufficient economy and self-sufficiency. Last but not
least, those sites were qualified to be a proper learning center to share and pass on useful knowledge

that was able to be creatively utilized in their real lives and in their vocations in the soon future.
Keywords : Tourist Behavior, Agro-Tourism ,Lower Central Region Thailand Area
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