
CHAPTER 6 

PRACTICES OF POLITICS IN CONTRACT 

FARMING OF ORGANIC RICE PRODUCTION 

6.1 Introduction 

This chapter focuses on the practices of politics by farmers in fair trade and 

organic rice production system. Na Sawan farmers create negotiating spaces within 

the fair trade and organic rice production system; these practices can be situated in 

Li's (2007) concept of "practices of politics". Li describes the practices of politics as 

the expression of a critical challenge. It often starts out as a refusal of the way things 

are, and thus opens up a fi'ont of struggle. Hence, the practices of politics stand at the 

limit of the calculated attempt to direct conduct. 

Li uses concept of "practices of politics" to describe how forest dwellers in 

National Park of Indonesia came to articulate a collective, critical position, and act on 

it. These practices of politics include forest dwellers' narratives of the injuries, the 

broken promises, the desperation, and the hope that persuaded them to take control of 

food farmland and attempt to build a better future for their families. The practices of 

politics by forest dwellers are outcome of the will to govern, as the farmers have been 

displaced from their original land, instilled habits of calculation, and formed desires 

for education and a home near a road with good access to markets (Li 2007: 12). 

Drawing on Li's notion of practices of politics, I argue that the practices of 

politics by farmers of Na Sawan sub-district include questioning quality standards, 

distrust in the expert knowledge, neglect and manipulation of organic rice scheme 

rules. The farmers' practices of politics here aim not to resist, but to create negotiating 

space within the organic rice production system which they are part of it. 

The farmers question international standards imposed on them can be seen as a 

practice of politics. The development program emphasizes that twenty locally- 

established rules be followed. Instead of strictly following the rules imposed on them, 














































































