
CHAPTER 4 

GOVERNING FARMERS' LIFE 

AND ORGANIC RICE PRODUCTION 

4.1 Introduction 

Could one imagine a society or even a group ofpeople where nothing was 
trusted and where explicit checking and monitoring were more or less 
constant? (Michael Power 1997: 2) 

This chapter focuses on the governing farmers' life, the re-arranging nature, 

and the governing organic agricultural practices which aim to create standardized and 

industrialized organic rice production. It aims to examine the creation of governing 

subjects and objects, technologies of government, and impact of certification for 

sustainability on agricultural patterns. This study borrows from Foucault's concept of 

"governmentality" to explain how the rationale of government2s is constructed and 

how the power of government acts in the transition from conventional towards 

organic agriculture. 

4.2 Implementation of Standards-based Regulations to Encourage Market- 

oriented Organic Rice Production 

The certification and labeling of fair trade and organic commodity is a 

symbolic form of external quality which guarantee for the consumers about certain 

conditions of production and commercialization of the product. The production 

standards act as a disciplinary force on local growers. The enforcement of 

international standards-based regulations in northeastern Thailand represents the 

25 The rationale of government is defined by Foucault in terms of ideals governing the overall purpose 
of the regulation of specific objects. The ideals usually do change over time, reflecting the degree to 
which the regulations have been elaborated, the extent to which they are perceived as successful, the 
extent to which it is considered that they should be adjusted in relation to the scope or scale of 
regulatory arena, as well as broader changes in the normative climate (Gibbon 2008: 559). 


















































































































