
CHAPTER 3 

ORGANIC RICE PRODUCTION WITHIN NORTHEASTERN 

THAILAND IN GLOBAL AGRO-FOOD NETWORK 

3.1 Introduction 

This chapter examines the organization of organic jasmine rice production 

within northeastern Thailand in global ago-food networks. This chapter aims to study 

the recruitment of northeastern farmers to grow organic rice and the re-arrangement of 

organization of organic rice production to create flexible specialty. Therefore, this 

chapter is divided into three parts. 

The first part examines a process of market integration of northeastern Thai 

farmers into global niche markets which relies on personnel relationships between the 

committees of the producer's group, the NGO staffis, and the farmers who act as a 

node to link between the project developer and the farmers within local communities. 

Moreover, contract farming is a principle means to recruit northeastern Thai farmers 

to grow organic rice to serve global niche markets. The role of contract farming in fair 

trade and organic rice scheme is vital, because it makes the international regulations 

enforceable on the farmers. 

The second part examines the creation of flexible specialization in fair trade 

and organic rice production; it presents the place of hybrid of alternative food network 

(AFNs). On the one hand, the fair trade and organic rice production is implemented 

through rural development project. Once conventional farmers are mobilized to grow 

organic rice to serve fair trade and organic niche markets, they are imposed by the 

international regulations. The fair trade regulations aim to establish an agricultural 

trading that is fair and market-oriented in neoliberalizaton. The organic agricultural 

regulations intend to establish environmentally-friendly agricultural practices. On the 

other hand, the local NGO adapts a market orientation initiative and an 

entrepreneurial framework to facilitate organic and fair trade rice production. The 


























































