
CHAPTER 2 

CONDITIONS OF AGRARIAN TRANSITION FROM 

CONVENTIONAL TO ORGANIC AGRICULTURE 

2.1 Introduction 

This chapter examines conditions of agrarian transition fiom conventional to 

organic agriculture in northeastern Thailand. The conditions of agrarian 

transformation help to understand why northeastern Thai farmers have been 

incorporated into global organic food networks for fair trade and organic rice. This 

chapter is divided into four parts. The first part examines socio and economic 

development in northeastern Thailand. The second part examines trend of global agro- 

food network which has focused on the environmentally-fiiendly agriculture and the 

production of high valued foods to serve niche markets. The third part examines 

Thailand agricultural restructuring's policy which contributes to the growth of organic 

agriculture in the Northeast. Lastly, historical aspects of farmers' settlement in study 

site and socio-economic status of farmers engaged in organic rice farming in Na 

Sawan sub-district is illustrated. 

2.2 Social and Economic Development in Northeastern Thailand 

The economic and social development of each region contributes to the 

creation of competitiveness in ago-food trade (Schoenberger 1994). To understand 

the creation of flexible specialization and competitiveness in the export-oriented 

organic jasmine rice production; therefore, it is necessary to examine the socio- 

economic development in northeastern Thailand which is closely linked to agrarian 

transition. 

The Northeast has long been engaged in commercialized agriculture and 

production of non-organic rice for export. The expansion of the state's authority in the 

Northeast began due to the threat of French colonization. The ruling class of Siam felt 






































































