Journal of International Studies... Prince of Songkla University

Vulnerability Assessment: Flooding Area in
Phuket Caused by Upstream, Midstream and
Downstream Management of Bang Yai Canal

Kitimaporn Choochote'
Jinda Sawattawee?

Virote Phutong®

Research Fund of M-BRACE

Abstract

The purpose of this research was to assess the vulnerability of
Phuket, which has been affected by the floods. This was cooperated
by many involved sections and organizations to help and discuss
strategies to solve flooding problems influenced by climate
variation. Documents and a questionnaire were analyzed and
synthesized as data collection. 400 people were asked to do the
questionnaire in order to find out information consisting of their
general profile and details as a victim of floods on August 22"
2012 in Phuket. A focus group discussion and a workshop were also
utilized in the research to derive ideas and opinions to be applied
in a strategic plan of flood solutions in Phuket.

The findings of the research showed that a heavy rainfall and
a bad capacity of drainage facility was a major problem of flooding
on August 22" in 2012. This is because there has been a hug
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physical change and utilization of upstream, midstream and
downstream of Bang Yai Canal dramatically from the past until
now. Consequently, it was found that the canal is sensitive and
risky to be affected enormously. Additionally, it was showed that
Traw- Num Road, Phuket Old Town area, Sam- Kong Community,
Ratsatha community, and Go-Mar-Ra-Phath were often flooded.
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