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# #4581115424: MAJOR GOVERNMENT
KEY WORD: POPULARITY / DEMOCRAT PARTY

JIRAPORN DOMIJUN: THE POPULARITY OF THE DEMOCRAT PARTY IN THE

SOUTHERN REGION: A CASE STUDY OF CONSTITUENCIES 1 AND 10 OF

NAKHON SI THAMMARAT PROVINCE. THESIS ADVISOR: SIRIPAN NOGSUAN,

115 pp. ISBN 974-17-6587-8.

The main objective of this study is to find out the important factolr-ssatgec3tin3g(?he
popularity of the Democrat Party among the Southern people and to analyze such impact on the
development of Thai political parties and the party system. The sample of this study is 200
electorates in Constituencies 1 and 10 of Nakhon Si Thammarat Province who voted for the
Democrat Party and its candidates in the general election on January 6, 2001. The study employs

qualitative and quantitative methods by conducting a questionnaire survey and in-dept interviews.

The study findings reveal that the popularity of the Democrat Party does not derive from
its effectiveness of building political base, which is fundamentally performed by party branches,
members of parliament, and chief campaigners. Actually, the popularity of the party results from
the perception and pattern of behavior of the Southern people themselves, namely the influence of
the Southern family and its societal environment. These components significantly influence the
party’s popularity and induce the Southern people to vote for the Democrat Party. As a result, it
has developed into party attachment and become the reasons for the Southern people to vote
continuously for the Democrats. The significant perceptions that form party attachment include
honesty (less corruption), stability and long establishment, policy, achievements and the

democratic administrative structure of the party.
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