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The objectives of this thesis are to analyze the presentation of the image of “China” from western
perspectives in Pearl S. Buck's nine selected novels: A House Divided, Dragon Seed, East Wind: West Wind,
Pavilion of Women, Sons, The First Wife, The Good Earth, The Mother, The Promise, and to analyze

the author's attitudes toward “China.”

The study of the image of China as it appears in the nine novels reveals three main issues. First,
it reflects the overall image of China before and during the transition to Communism as a patriarchal
society consisting of the upper and lower classes, a society undergoing social changes due to the advent
of Western civilization, and a society suffering from warfare and power struggles. Second, emerging from
the study is the image of women as individuals who play various significant roles such as mothers, wives,
concubines, mothers-in-law, and daughters-in-law. Third, it reveals Western perspectives of a Western
author on Chineseness and different values of Chinese and Western society. While the West presents all

things positive, China is a mixture of positive and negative aspects.

The study therefore represents an image of China in various aspects, providing the reader with
a better understanding of “Chineseness.” Moreover, the fact that Pearl S. Buck is a Westerner who has
had a strong tie to China throughout her life makes it possible for her to blend both cultures in her writing.
Consequently, Buck’s representation of China is different from many other writers, both Western and

Chinese, who represent China from Western perspectives or Chinese perspectives alone.
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