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The purposes of this study were to investigate the process of collaboration of the villagers in the research project
and to develop the local economics curriculum using wood handicraft context of Bann Thawai as the foundation for the local
economics curriculum. The target groups were comprised of 9 Thawai villagers and other 47 villagers from the nine villages in
the vicinity, selected by purposive sampling technique. Field research study, which primarily based on participant observation
and informal interview, including group interview and focus group , were conducted throughout the study. Trianguiation
technique was used to check the validity of the collected data. The verified data were then interpreted according to the
theoretical framework in Social Sciences and educational theories.

Research findings were as follows :

The collaboration of the villagers in the research project regarding curriculum development emerged in two
characteristics; the collaboration between the villagers and the researcher and the coltaboration among villagers themselves.
Both types of collaboration occuired during the two phases of research procedure ; the first occurred during the stage of
searching for the wood handicraft economics data and the second occurred during the stage of curriculum development. At the
first stage, the collaboration between the villagers and the researcher occurred when the villagers and the researcher helped
each other search for the wood handicraft economics data. The collaboration among the villagers occurred when they tried to
understand and reflect authentic wood handicraft situation in the village. At the second stage, the collaboration between the
villagers and the researcher occurred when helping each other validate data to form economics content. The collaboration
among the villagers occurred when the community leaders and other villagers encouraged one another to reach the curriculum
utifization stage.

The developed contents in the local economics curiiculum consisted of 12 economics concepts. These concepts
were; specialization, division of labor, decision making and incentives , investment and profit, the voluntary exchange, supply
and demand, demand and supply, the sale competition, the allocation of goods, scarcity, price determination and financiat
institution. They were grouped into 4 units of learning; “The identity of local wisdom and wood handicraft in the production of
Bann Thawai”, "Local consideration and cash, profit making “, “Building up community strength through collaboration among
villagers” and “Wood handicraft production and sustainable development *.

The maijor difference between the developed local economics cutricuium and  the economics from the national
curriculum was in terms of its learning content. The developed local economics content was derived from mediating between
the principle of global capitalism and the local culture and wisdom. In addition, the mediated content in the developed local
curriculum had been integrated with the relevant subjects to form four units of learning while the economics concepts in the
national curriculum had been solely drawn from the principle of the global capitalism. As a consequence, a school implementing
the national curriculum needed to integrate other subjects with the economics standards to form their own learning units while

the school utilizes the developed curriculum can launch the lessons following the provided guideline.

Department of Secondary Education Student’s signature ...,
Field of study  Curriculum and Instruction AQVISOT 'S SIGNBIIE ...,

Academic year 2004 Co-advisor's signature .........ccccvnvnriiiccnens



