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KEY WORD : THE WAY OF SAMURAI / MUSASHI / BUSHIDO
PORNPAN CHOOMTONG : THE WAY OF SAMURAI IN MUSASH/ BY YOSHIKAWA
ElJI. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSO. PROF. ANONGNAT THAKOENGWIT, Ph.D., 150
pp. ISBN 974-53-2109-5.
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The objective of the thesis is to study the Way of Samurai in Musashi by
Yoshikawa Eiji by making a comparison between the Way of Samurai found in the novel

and the Bushido ethics.

The author studied the social and political conditions for the emergence of
Samurai and the philosophy, including Shintoism, Confucianism, Zen Buddhism, which

embodied Bushido.

According to the study, the Way of Samurai represented by the main character
Musashi in Yoshikawa Eiji's Musashi corresponds to the Bushido ethics. Also, Eiji
explained the profound meaning of Bushido through the portrayal of Musashi's lifestyle.
However, the Bushido of Musashi's time was modified as the society enjoyed peace and
tranquility after the wartime period. The original emphasis on fighting skills was then
shifted to spiritual purification for enlightenment by means of Zen Buddhism. This led
Musashi to be a samurai who sought the absolute Truth instead of the one possessing the

fighting skills alone. As such, it can be said that Musashi is an ideal samurai of Japan.
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