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KEY WORD :  CLASSICAL DANCE DRAMA / KING RAMA VI
TAWATCHAI DUSITKUL : BOT KHON LAKHON (CLASSICAL DANCE DRAMA
TEXTS) BY KING RAMA VI. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. ARADA
KIRANAND, 362 pp. ISBN 974-53-1798-5

The purpose of this thesis is to study and evaluate the characteristics of the thirty-two Bot Khon
Lakhon (classical dance drama texts) of King Rama VI in terms of the relationship between the presentation
styles of those texts and performing arts and to illustrate that they are of literary and dramatic values.

Bot Khon Lakhon reviewed can be divided into the following categories: Bot Bekrong (6 texts), Bot
Khon (13 texts), Bot Lakhon Ram (7 texts), Bot Lakhon Dukdamban (4 texts), and Bot Lakhon Rong (2
texts). The study shows that King Rama VI had been fond of Lakhon since he was young, and he had
much experience in Lakhon domestically and abroad. As a consequence, he was profoundly knowledgeable
in various areas of performing arts, and thus he was able to compose Bot Khon Lakhon to correspond to
many kinds of performances; namely, Bot Bekrong corresponding to performances of Thai and Sanskrit
Bekrong; Bot Khon corresponding to performances of Khon Rong Nai; Bot Lakhon Ram corresponding to
performances of Lakhon Nok, Lakhon Nai, and Lakhon Dukdamban; Bot Lakhon Dukdamban and Bot
Lakhon Rong corresponding to performances of Lakhon Dukdamban by Prince Narisara Nuvadtivongs, and
western opera.

Interestingly, Bot Khon Lakhon reflects the literary values in the following aspects: content,
language usage, and performing arts. Regarding their contents, they reveal a wide range of knowledge in
literature, history, society, and culture. In addition, through the ideas embedded, Bot Khon Lakhon raises
readers’ and audience’s awareness of the importance of national civilization and leadership, loyalty towards
the King, and ways to live one's life. Aside from such distinctive values, the contents are created by
imagination as well. With respect to the language usage, techniques such as versification, word selection,
and metaphors are used to establish rhetoric in his literary works. For performing arts, Bot Khon Lakhon is
composed to correspond to several sorts of performing arts, resulting in elaborate performances.
Furthermore, King Rama VI graciously introduced innovations of performing styles into the circles of Thai
Khon Lakhon, such as Bekrong performances in the style of Sansakrit Lakhon, Khon Rong Nai, Lakhon
Rong, and Lakhon Ram with integrated characteristics of Lakhon Nok and Lakhon Nai. Apart from such
innovations, he graciously initiated the improvement of performing elements, such as performers’ costume,
reciting techniques for Khon, signalling at the beginning of performances.

The study of Bot Khon Lakhon proclaims King Rama VI's royal wisdom in composing literary
works, and royal activities in pursuing and supporting performing arts of Khon Lakhon which are cultural
heritage of Thailand. According to the study, it is obvious that Bot Khon Lakhon is of great literary values

worth studying and should be widely made known.
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