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The behavioral patterns of great argus pheasant Argusianus argus were investigated
in captivity at Khao Soi Dao Wildlife Research and Breeding Station, Chanthaburi Province in
Thailand from February 2003 to January 2004. Five pairs of males and females of great
argus pheasant were conducted in this experiment. Each pair was kept in separate cage
providing environment similar to their natural habitat. During breeding season from
December to March, males performed courtship behavior to attract females by raising and
fanning their tails and wings displaying the ocelli on the wings. Male great argus pheasant
erected his ocellated plumes and confronted female with a great vertical, concave fan and
bowed rhythmically to her. Courtship behavior often occurred in the morning. However, if
male lost some of his rectrices, courtship display failed because it could not attracted
females. Patterns of general behaviors and social behaviors were observed and recorded by
ethogram, photography, video camera and tape recorder was used for vocalizations. More
over, morphological comparison between sub-adults and adults great argus pheasant were
compared and recorded. The results of this behavioral observation could be applied to

better avicultural management and also to increase the production potential of great argus

pheasants.
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