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Yama in the Aspects of Astrology and Buddhism
Chamnong Kanthik !
Abstract

This academic article has as its objective a comparative study
ofMrityG in theHorashastra and also in the Tipitaka's teaching,
andexaminesthe knowledge of astronomy and its links to astrology.
Some astronomers say that astronomy is a branch of science that is
unrelated to astrology. But astrologers consider that the stars in the
sky influence on human lives, and forecasting the past and future
could not exclude the stars. Moreover, Astrology has more meaning
and influence that does not appear in astronomy, especially Mritya,
the star that is a harbinger of change and usually means death,
disaster and misfortune. In the Buddhist teachings, Mrityd is Yama or
MaccuRaja.

The result reveals that Yama, MrityQ, or MaccuRaja has the
same meaning: death, or one who takes life away. When Yama
comes or MrityQ orbits, it is believed that death will occur. The
persons who are predicted to die are naturally afraid of the star of
Mrityad, for death is a companion of life, which no one can avoid:
birth, aging, illness, and death. The Tipitaka, describes stories of
Yama and death clearly, especially in DevadutaSutta, including the
Buddha’s teaching for directing the way to go beyond Yama, or the
orbit of Mrityd, by accepting the truth and making more merit, for
reaching a better life after death by increasing his level of goodness.
In addition, the best way to avoid the death is to remove attach-
ments, then he will not be born again, and will not die again, and
will never see MrityQ ever again.
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