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Abstract

Thai music has currently lost its position in the Thai society. Hence, Thai cultural
heritage is neglected and a shortage exists in its inheritors, especially since westernization
has dominated Thai society and has become its preference. Responding to the popularity
of western music, Piano Concerto of Siam aims to present Thai music in a western musical
context for those who favor western sonorities, so that they might understand and
appreciate the beauty and value of Thai musical culture. As such, 7 well-known traditional
Thai songs: Saratee, Saiyoke, Lao Pan, Phaya Soke, Somsongsang, Nok Khamin, and Fon
Ngiew are rebuilt in the concerto structure. The selected music was developed as the solo
piano works of Thai national artist, Col. Choochart Pitaksakorn and was further expanded
with Thai instrumental techniques by Professor Dr. Natchar Pancharoen. Their works
inherited Thai music knowledge and artistry of several departed Thai music masters. Piano
Concerto of Siam, seeing the value within this piano solo, maintains the original work in the
solo piano of the concerto. Concurrently, creating new sonority with 20" century
composition techniques conveyed by a western string orchestra. The new composition,
Piano Concerto of Siam, therefore, presents the elegance of Thai musical culture and

national identity in the splendid context of a western orchestra.

Keywords: Piano, Concerto, Thai music, Cultural mixture
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