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The aim of this thesis is to analyse the concept of miracles in David Hume's
thought, especially the concept of the laws of nature and to evaluate the possibility of
miracles. An analysis of the laws of nature indicates that “laws of nature” in Hume's view
contain three characteristics. First, they are a regularity about the ways in which the
natural world works which is not established by human beings. Secondly, they indicate
exceptionless regularity which have never had a counter-instance, and they cannot
violate themselves. Thirdly, they are empirical laws which can be observed by human
beings. An evaluation of the possibility of miracles demonstrates that Hume does not
confirm an ontological possibility or impossibility of miracles, but his concept of miracles
leads to an epistemological conclusion that human beings can not judge decisively
which event is a miracle. A main condition which leads to this conclusion is the
dissimilarity of the laws of nature which are perceived by human beings who live in

different parts of the world.



