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The thesis aims at studying the orphan heroes in northern Thai folk jatakas,
particularly in the aspects of their characteristics, behaviors and life cycle . Such aspects will
also be compared with the orphan heroes in Attakhatha jataka, Pannasa Jataka, folk jatakas
and the orphan tales of other Tai and other ethnic groups.

The researcher uses 49 northern Thai folk jatakas. There are 3 kinds of orphan heroes:
first, the hero whose parents die, second, the hero whose parents are unknown and the hero
who is separated from the parents in his youth. The orphan heroes in northen Thai folk jatakas
follow the characteristics of Buddhist Bodhisatta in their unusual birth and appearance,
however, considering their social status, they tend to be common peple and rather poor. The
researcher divides the structure of the hero life into 3 parts: the first part, starting with his birth
and how he becomes under the patronage of certain people and supernatural characters, the
second part concerning his adventures and the third part ending with his success in marriage
and succession to the throne of certain kingdom.

The researcher finds that the distinctive characteristics of orphan hero of Northern
Thai folk jatakas are the combination of Bodhisatta, the adventurous chachak wongwong's
(Thai fairytale) hero and the hero who is an ordinary rural folk. Such characteristics are similar
to the orphan hero of Tai Khoen folk jatakas whereas the orphan hero in Atthakhatha jataka
rather takes the role of Bodhisatta and the orphan hero in the orphan tales of other Tai and
other ethnic groups in central Southeast Asia appears to be rather ordinary folks.

The stories of northern Thai folk jatakas reflect northem Thai peple’s way of life, belief,
social value and social relationship. Furthermore, the character of the orphan hero in northern
Thai folk jatakas also functions as psychological compensation for people who are

underprivileged in the society.



